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As every student of mass communication law is aware, most of the law with which journalists deal

on a day-to-day basis originates not in our nation's capital but in the statehouse. This is true even

though the U.S. Supreme Court has "federalized" much of mass communication law, setting

standards for the states to follow. Because these standards allow for differences of opinion and

approach, laws affecting freedom of expression still vary significantly from state to state, and even

more today than when Dewey Benefield published Georgia Laws and Cases Affecting Newspapers

in 1955. This book has been developed as a comprehensive survey of key mass communication

law issues and problems in the state of Georgia. Like its first and second editions, it is a primer or

introduction to mass communication law in Georgia and a supplement to other texts which discuss

mass communication law from a national perspective.
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Gregory C. Lisby, associate professor of communication at Georgia State University, holds a B.A.

degree in journalism from Auburn University and a M.A. degree in journalism from the University of

Mississippi. Prior to earning his Ph.D. from the University of Tennessee, he was awarded the U.T.

Chancellor's Citation for Extraordinary Academic Achievement and Professional Promise. He is

currently finishing work on a J.D. degree in communication law at the G.S.U. College of Law. Dr.

Lisby teaches communication law and policy, and communication ethics. A past member of the

editorial board of American Journalism and past head of the Law Division of the Association for

Education in Journalism & Mass Communication, he has had research published in Journalism



Monographs, Journalism Quarterly, Journal of Communication Inquiry, Communication and the Law,

Newspaper Research Journal, and Georgia Historical Quarterly. He has just completed a PBS

documentary on film censorship. Dr. Lisby is a member of the National Honor Society of Phi Kappa

Phi; Tau Kappa Alpha, national journalism/mass communication honor society; Blue Key National

Honor Fraternity; and Golden Key National Honor Society.
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